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Tuesday  9th September 2025

Welcome to Year 10!



Outline of Event 

● Welcome: Mrs Hill, Vice Principal, Quality of Education
● Message from Mrs Beasley, Principal
● Attendance - Mr Matt McGrath, Assistant Vice Principal
● Quality of Education: Mrs Kristina Hill, Vice Principal
● Careers: Mrs Katrina Stephenson, Associate Assistant Vice Principal
● Maths, English and Science: Miss Lizzie O’Sullivan, Mr Mike Hewitt, Mr John 

Davison and Miss Christine Angell
● Final message: Mrs Hill

Refreshments will be served following the presentation in the Theatre Bar, where you will 
also have the opportunity to meet key Year 10 staff, SLT, Heads of Subject, Form Tutors 
and members of the SEND Team. 
We encourage you to ask as many questions as you can and we’ll do our best to answer 
them.



Expectations and Partnership Work

Our standards in Year 10, and indeed the Academy as a whole, are incredibly high. 

We expect our students to adhere to expectations surrounding behaviour, uniform 

and their approach to learning.

We set our standards high, to help our students achieve the best. 

In most industries, employees are expected to follow codes of conduct and adhere to 

dress codes, we are no different at ASA. We are helping to prepare our students for 

this world. 

We challenge our students to achieve the best, that applies to all aspects of Academy 

life.

Working together with parents and carers is crucial in achieving all of the above.



Title 
Mrs Beasley

Principal



Together, we make it possible



Key Stage 
4 is 
different!



Key Stage 4 timeline

December 2025 - assessments in classroom

June 2026 - First round of mocks 

Nov 2026 - Second round of mocks 

Feb 2027 - Third round of mocks 

May/June 2027 - GCSE’s 



Title 
Mr McGrath

Attendance



The expectation is that students attend school all of the time. We 

understand that there may be times when students are too ill to attend. 

However, the majority of reported illnesses do not require time off school.

Why do we ask this?

There is a direct link between good attendance and good outcomes.

Attendance 

 



If your attendance falls below 90% and you call for further absence 

reporting it will not be an authorised absence. 

When you request your attendance information for future employers we 

have to be truthful.

You will also receive a letter from our Attendance Team explaining your 

attendance will be monitored. 

Attendance 

 



We understand medical appointments, and orthodontist appointments are 
dictated to by the healthcare professionals. All we ask is you work with us, 
and submit the medical evidence.

Please work with us, and report absence early. If you fail to report absence 
we are likely to conduct home visits, so please answer the door! 

Remember - Good attendance means good outcomes.

Attendance 

 



Title 
Mrs Hill

Quality of Education



The most life-changing impact we can have on a student’s education is 

improving their exam results

● GCSE exam results open and close doors
● 5 Grade 5s (Maths/English)=secure Post 16 place on Level 3 programmes
● Grade 4 in Maths and English is a government expectation; those who do 

not secure at in year 11 cannot take a Level 3 Post 16 place
● The above means students have to continue resitting Maths and English
● The above means not being able to access university of higher level 

apprenticeships 
● The above means staying at college for 3 years (in some cases), rather 

than 2 years 



The most life-changing impact we can have on a student’s education is 

improving their exam results

We promise: we will do ALL it takes to support you but we have HIGH EXPECTATIONS.

We ask YOU to:

● Try your absolute best in every lesson
● Produce a lot of work during the YOU DO/ILZ  phase of the lesson
● Engage fully in our intervention and support offer.



The most life-changing impact we can have on a student’s education is 

improving their exam results

We promise: we will do ALL it takes to support you but we have HIGH EXPECTATIONS

Our intervention/support offer:
● Adjustments to Options: pls see Mrs Hill by 12/9/2025
● Parents’ Evening 13/11/2025
● Mock Exams in June 2026 (with results evenings to share successes with parents 

and carers)
● Bespoke intervention for students who did not meet the standard in 

Maths/English at the end of year 9; progress will be reviewed in November before 
the Parents’ Evening

● A comprehensive support offer in Year 10 and Yr 11
● Investment in bespoke revision opportunities via SPARX
● Our rewards are linked to attitude to learning, homework, school attendance and 

mock exam attendance.



The most life-changing impact we can have on a student’s education is 

improving their exam results

We promise: we will do ALL it takes to support you but we have HIGH EXPECTATIONS

Final take away:

We are here to help AND we expect to work together with parents and students to 
make next year’s GCSE results the highest possible.

Any issues, please feel free to contact the school so that we can support!

k.hill@lib.hlt.academy



Title 
Mrs Stephenson 

Careers - Work experience



Work Experience
● All Y10 students will complete 1 week of a work 

experience placement

● Monday 23rd March - Friday 27th March



Why do Work Experience?

● Gain insight into a career
● Gives a purpose to your child’s education
● It can help your child find a job
● It can help with their application to College/6th 

Form/Apprenticeships/University
● They can gain valuable skills for their future development
● Adds value to their CV
● Your child can gain a positive reference from an employer



Employability skills

● Positive attitude to work, being polite

● Flexibility and enthusiasm

● Initiative - the ability to think for themselves in the workplace

● Reliability - turning up on time

● Communication skills – confident to talk to people, willing to ask 

for help and be a good listener

● Team worker – gets on well with others

● Literacy, Numeracy & Computer Skills



To get the most benefit

It needs to be an appropriate work placement based on:

● A possible career route

● An area of interest

● Support a subject area or qualification

● However, if this is not possible, a work experience 

placement will still be a valuable experience of the 

world of work



Work Experience - the process

● Students should try to find themselves their own 
work experience placement

● We require consent forms to be handed in by 
Thursday 23rd October

● Placements must be found by Friday 30th 
January



Work Experience - the process

● Once the placement details are uploaded, someone 
from NYBEP will visit the employer to conduct a risk 
assessment to see if it is safe for students to attend

● If the placement is suitable, students will be authorised 
to attend and this will show in the app

● If we do not think it is a suitable placement, then we 
will NOT authorise for students to attend and they will 
have to find somewhere else (we can also help you)



Work Experience
● If students think they may struggle to find a work 

experience placement they can:
● Speak with their tutor and they will email myself or Mrs 

Lockham. 
● Or, they can speak with me directly
● In addition, students can speak with Mrs Lockham (Careers 

Advisor) who is based in the library
● If students need any help with their letter/email, they must 

speak with their tutor, myself, or Mrs Lockham



How to look for work experience

● Look for local employers e.g. on the internet, Hull Daily Mail 
etc

● If parents/carers/family members have any contacts, students 
are allowed to have placements with them

● Write a letter to the employer
● Call in directly and ask to speak with the manager (students 

must go with an appropriate adult)
● Telephone and ask to speak with the manager
● There are also hints and tips in the app



Employer details

● Your child should know the name of the main contact

● They should also know their work telephone number

● This is the person they should contact if they have any 

problems

● Students could save the details on their phones or 

they could be written on paper to keep in their 

bag/pocket



Travelling to the workplace

● It is advised that students know how to get to their 

placements in advance of their start date

● They should know which bus to catch and the timetable of 

the bus

● Students should do a ‘dummy run’ so they are familiar 

with the route and where they should get off the bus



Expectations

● Students should dress appropriately and according to the type of 

placement

● Students must be punctual - placements are likely to have different 

timings. Students can work 40 hours, which includes breaks

● If students are ill, they must inform the employer and the Academy

● Students should not use their mobile phones and they should be 

switched off. They are allowed to use them at break or lunch

● Students should be polite and behave at all times



Additional requirements

● If there are any additional requirements for your child 

please contact Mrs Stephenson (details are on the 

letter)



Contact details
If your child is experiencing any problems finding 

placements or during their placement, you should 

contact:

● 01482 781912

● Mrs Stephenson - k.stephenson@lib.hlt.academy

● Mrs Lockham - a.lockham@lib.hlt.academy 

mailto:k.stephenson@lib.hlt.academy
mailto:a.lockham@lib.hlt.academy


Title 
Miss O’Sullivan 

English



 

Power and Conflict: 15 
poems + unseen 



 
Component 1 : 

Fiction 
Component 2 : 

Non-fiction 

Writing Reading Writing Reading 



● Students are taken to the Gym where they will complete a 

‘Walking Talking Mock’

● Opportunity to experience what the exams will entail and be 

guided by expert teachers 

● There are six ‘WTMs’ scheduled throughout the year

● Students will practise these methods during lesson time 

Walking Talking Mocks 

 



 

How else can I support my 
child to revise for English?
● Get them READING 
● Encourage them to any revision sessions
● Help them to make quote cards/revision aids at home
● Encourage them to speak to their English teacher for any 

further support   



Title 
Mr Hewitt

Maths



 

Maths Department

● A lot of change

● Full department

● A commitment to providing the best opportunities for our 
students



 

KS4 EDEXCEL Maths GCSE

● 3 exam papers
○ 1 Non-Calculator, 2 Calculator

● 80 marks per paper

● Higher vs Foundation - this is the main point to consider at 
this stage



 

EDEXCEL Maths GCSE - QLA Support



 

EDEXCEL Maths GCSE
Top tips!

● Use Sparx - Mr Davison will talk about this soon

● Do your best in every lesson - don’t have any 
regrets when you open your results envelope

● Revise for your mocks and assessments

● Ensure your book is revision ready - have pride in 
your presentation



Title 
Mr Davison 

SPARX Revision













Title 
Mr Hicks 

Further Maths



 

Further Maths Qualification
Level 2 qualification - AQA

Further Maths Content - complements the GCSE Higher tier and 
extends students - bridge the gap to A Level

Exam is at the end of the summer series - one of the last exams 
so more time to prepare

Students will attend voluntarily in the allocated slot - likely to be a 
Monday after school - need to be engaged



 

Further Maths Qualification



Further Maths Qualification



Title 
Miss Angell

Science



Combined Science 

6 x 1hr 15min papers
Each paper - 70 marks / 16.7% of grade

Obtain 2 GCSEs

 

Separate Science

6x 1hr 45 min papers
Each paper = 100 marks  / 50% of grade

Obtain 3 GCSEs

Required practicals - 15% of marks

Maths skills: 
Biology - 10%
Chemistry - 20% 
Physics - 30%

Combined HT 
99
98
88
87
77
76
66
65
55
54
44
43
U

Combined 
FT 

55
54
44
43
33
32
22
21
11
U

Separate 
HT

9    
8      
7       
6
5
4
U



4.1 Cell Biology

4.2 Organisation

4.3 Infection & 
Response

4.4 Bioenergetics

 

5.1 Atomic Structure

5.2 Bonding

5.3 Quantitative 
Chemistry

5.4 Chemical changes

5.5 Energy changes

6.1 Energy 

6.2 Electricity

6.3 Particle model of 
matter

6.4 Atomic Structure



 





Training 5-7 Cell structure
Atoms & 
energy

Biology 
required 
practicals

Chemistry
required 
practicals

Physics 
required 
practicals

Biology past 
paper

Physics 
past paper 

Mocks begin

Rest day



Exam board = AQA

Combined Trilogy 

Triple = GCSE Biology
      GCSE Chemistry
      GCSE Physics



Title 
And finally …



Helpful information

We would now like to invite you to have some refreshments, and get to know our staff. 

We have representatives from the Senior and Middle Leadership Team, the Tutor Team, 
the SEND Team and from many of our subject areas. 

If you have any questions at all, please don’t hesitate to ask. 



Title 
Thank you for attending!


